Ether has been long known to be a powerful antispasmodic, anodyne, and narcotic, capable of stupefying and intoxicating if used in sufficient doses; and the effects which it produces in this way have been abundantly observed by many. Taken internally, it was known to be followed by intoxication similar to that produced by spirits, or rather a mixture of spirits and opium ; and it has been familiarly known that many persons who were permitted to take it medicinally, especially hysterical and nervous females, actually took it for the more vulgar object of stupefaction, narcotism, and intoxication.
Besides being exhibited internally, it has been often administered by inhalation, either for the relief of asthma, or 
